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France. This was the more unexpected, because the Re-
volution being wholly brought about by Church of England
hands, they hoped one good consequence of it, would be
the relieving us from the encroachments of Dissenters, as
well as those of Papists, since both had equally confederated
towards our ruin; and therefore, when the crown was new
settled, it was hoped at least that the rest of the constitution
would be restored. But this affair took a very different
turn; the Dissenters had just made a shift to save a tide,
and joined with the Prince of Orange, when they found all
was desperate with their protector King James. And ob-
serving a party, then forming against the old principles in
Church and State, under the name of Whigs and Low-
Churchmen, they listed themselves of it, where they have
ever since continued.

It is therefore, upon the foot they now are, that I would
apply myself to them, and desire they would consider the
different circumstances at present, from what they were
under, when they began their designs against the Church and
monarchy, about seventy years ago. At that juncture they
made up the body of the party, and whosoever joined vftth
them from principles of revenge, discontent, ambition, or
love of change, were all forced to shelter under their de-
nomination; united heartily in the pretences of a further
and purer Reformation in religion, and of advancing the
"great work " (as the cant was then) "that God was about
to do in these nations," received the systems of doctrine and
discipline prescribed by the Scots, and readily took the
Covenant;z so that there appeared no division among them,
till after the common enemy was subdued.

But now their case is quite otherwise, and I can hardly
think it worth being of a party, upon the terms they have
been received of late years; for suppose the whole faction
should at length succeed in their design of destroying the
Church; are they so weak to imagine, that the new model-
ling of religion, would be put into their hands ? Would
their brethren, the Low-Churchmen and Freethinkers, sub-

1 The Scotch General Assembly approved the *' Solemn League and
Covenant" on August I7th, 1643 ; it was publicly taken by the House
of Commons at St. Margaret's, Westminster, on September 25th.
[T. S.]